Eridge Commission Reports to
- Council That Congress Street |
. Bridge Cost Total of $295,247]
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Full Text of Report of Labor of Special Com-
mission That Had Charge of Construc-
tion of Congress Street-Bridge

f

The Congress Street Bridge Commis-
sion submitted i s final report to the
Common Council, last night. The
total cost of the “rldge was $205.247.16,
including $550 for pavement not yet
constructed. The commission has 2
balance remaining of $10,403.84.

The report follows:

The Congress Street Bridge Com-
mission begs to offer this their finsl
report. This commissio! was author-
ized by an action of the common
councH taken at a meeting December
17, 1906, instructing the mayor to
appoint a ¢ mmittee of five citlizens
to Investigate the advisability of con-
structing a bridge across the Pequon-
noeck river at Congress street; to pre-
pare plans and specifications, togeth-
er with the aprroximate cost ol
same; and said committee was
authorized and empowercd to appear
before the board of apportionment
and taxation in reference to an ap-
prepriation for the same; or If deem-
ed advisable, to make application to
the general assembly for authority
to issue bonds in the name of the
City of Bridgeport to defray the
¢osts, and report back to the com-
mon council their findings In the
matter.

In pursua: ce of such actlion His
Honor, Mavor Marcus L. Reynolds
appointed Meoses W. Manwaring, Ho-
bart E. French, Samuel W. Hubbell,
Charles M. Cole and Bradford D.
Pierce, Jr., as a committee. This
commlittee met at the otfice of thke
Mayor on Duvcember 28, 1908, and
were organized with M. W. Manwar-
ing as President and Hobart BE.
French as Secrelary.

On January 7, 1907, this committee
made its first report to the common
council recommending that a new
bridge be constructed at or near the
then existing bridge; and that the
committee he empowered to spend
such sum opr sums of money as might
be deemed necessary or proper, the
same to be appropriated by the
Board of apportionment and taxa-
tion; that the committee should If
deemed advisable be authorized to
make application to the general as-
sembly for «n issue of bonds to be
upon the credit of the city of Bridge-
port for the carrying cut of the pro-

Ject, and that all funds so appropriat-.

ed to said commitiee be pald out by
the treasurer of the eity upon the
order of the bridge committee. This
report and ryecommeandation was a-
dopted by the common council on
January 7, 1907. By act of general
assembly approved May 22, 1807, the
fssue of bonds by the city of Pridge-
port was authorized and the com-
mittée was appointed, and confirmed.

Short of Funds.

For a period of about six months
subsequent to the organization of the
committee there were no funds at
their disposal, but this time was em-
ployed in gaining all available infor-
mation relating to the diiferent types
of lift bridge and other features, At
this period there was appropriated to
the use of the Commission thes sum
fo $2,600.00 for preliminary work.

On July 9, 1907, Engineer R. M.
Berrian met the commission and sub-
mitted a verbal proposition to act as
consulting en ineer. His proposition
was later confirmed in writing and
accepted by the commission. This
propousition was upon the basis of a
commission of 4 per cent. upon the
amount of the contracts. On August
7 following Major Harry Taylor
(representing the United States Gov-
ernment) met the commission and
submitted the probable requirements
of the Governmenrt, which were:
That the proposed bridge should have
a modern type of lift draw susceptib-
le of being opened in, not to exceed
one minute from the time of signal;
should have a clear opening between
fenders of not ie:s than seventy feet;
the piers should be in line with the
current, thus bringing the channel in
direct line with the opening of the
railroad bridge; and that the final
plans when completed should be sub-
mitted to the war depart—ent for

approval before final acceptance by’

the commission.

On the date of August 12, 1907, Mr.
Berrian was instrucred to prepare
plans, and =a1bmit approximate esti-
mates upon the same, for a bridge
75 feet in width, first for an all steel
supersiructure, and second for one of
same dimension with reinforced con-
crete fixed spans. He was also re-
quested 10 approximate the relative
custs for a purely highway bridge as
compared with one for highway and
trolley combined.

Hieceive Plans.

On September 7, following, Mr.
Berrian submitied a plan for a 75
foot wide bridge with steel bascule
draw,. and reinforced concrete fixed
spans, with an approximate estimace
of cost as $270,000.00; also.an all
steel superstruciure of same dimen-
slons at $255,000.00, both estimate
being exciagive of engineering
other minor expenses,

He also reported that a bridge of
similar construction 60 foot wide for
h:ighway purposes only would cost
£50,000.00 less. The commission then
appointed a sub-commiltee cunsisi-
ing of the president and secretaryv to
negotiate with the Connecticut com-
pany in rezari to the company's
acandoning their right of way over
this bridge, or paying the difterence
in cost as estimated by the Engineer,
viz, 30£0,000.00. The negutiations
extended over a period of several
weeks but with unfavorable resuits.
On December 2, the committee sub-
mitted a report and recommendation
to the common council asking their
cooperation in urging the general
assembly tu ennct adequate laws
making it obiligatory for electric
roads to bear their share of costs in
such matters. On December 17, the
death of Engineer R. M. Berrian
was announced to the committee,
which fact the commitlee greatly de-
plored. On January 20, following, It
F. Stoddard met the commission and
submitied a proposition, but await-
ing results of negotiations with the
Railrcad company, the committee did
not complete the contract with Mr.
Stoddard until the following July.

lgte in June of 1308 a proposition
came to the commission from the
rallroad company, whereby the com-
pany agreed to pay $25,000 toward
the construction of the bridge. As
action was then pending in the com-
mon council regaru.ng the appeal to
the general assembly, the commission
deemed it wise to refer the offer to
the city government. The opiniom of
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the commisslon was requested. Feel-
ing that the amount was |nadquate
the commission met a representative
of the road and it was finally agreed
that the acceptance of $30,000 as a
compromise measure should be ad-
vised. Th.s was down In the report to
your body on date of July 6, when
the recommendation of the Commis.
sion was adopted.

Plans Made,

In August folowing, propositions
werg regeived. from the Strauss com-
pany, and also from the scherser
company for the movable span. The
latter company oniy, however, offer-
ed a bridge planned to conform Lo
the skew arches demanded by the
government regulations for the fixed
spans and the piers to sustain them
and the draw; ail others required
such long spans for the channel that
they did not appea: to the Commis-
Sion.

With all the owners of lift-bridge
patents there was required the pay-
memt of a royalty, as well as the pay-
ment for the preparation of plans
and srecifications and the super-
vision of this portion of the work.
This was a separate proposition from
the fixed spans, -ail of the plans and
speculications for which were prepar-
ed and furnished by our Engiueer,
Mr. Haymond F. Stoddard.

A favorabls contract was entered
into with Scherscr company, and late
in September of that yvear their pre-
liminary plang were presented. These
plans aid not meet the approval of
our commission en acccunt of the
fact that the counterweights extend-
ed to low water ark when the
bridge was open, maasing it probable
that pumping would have to be re-
sorted to to kecp the pits clear of
water, It was deemeu wise to send a
representative to Chicago, thé home
of the Scneérzer compauy, to endeav-
or to arrange some imgrovement in
this respect. This was done, and re-
Suied in developing new plans which
raised that portion of the bridge two
feet higher than the first plans con-
templa.eq, and also shortened the
counterwelign's so as to bring the pits
one foot wvelow mean hign wacer,
thus allowing then to be drained by
grasity thruvugh posrdve vaaves, This
change auded c¢bour $15,0u0 to the
estimated cost of the draw-span, but
other ehanges upon the fixed portiobn
nearly compensated for tanls outiay
and ke_t the cusi at about the origi-
nal estimate. The first plans contem-
p.ated constructing the araw-span
avout three feet higher than the old
bridge. This added Iincrease in the
height estallithed a grade of two
pPer ¢ent, on the west approaen, auad
shightiy less thau three per cent upun
the east approacrh. a limit that the
commuission feit ought not to be ex-
ceeded.

These changes of course affected
the .mproved amperties on the north
side ol eaech Approach. BSausiacilory
arranTemeuls .re made wiLn these
owners which obviated any damage
claims by reason of the change of
grade.

Contract Let.

With the various preliminaries de-
cided, plans and speciticat.ons were
finally adopted and bias Invilea
through advertisements in several
eng neering pubucations with a re-
sult of eight bids. There Wwere no
aistinetly locezl bidders. The estimates
were based upon unit prices tor all
material in place for building the
foundations znd approaches; the
supersiructure called itur a lump suin
uid. ¥or the unit prices approximate
estimates by pur Eugineer R. .
sStoddard, were furnished of the
material required. In arriving at the
total of each biuder a large amount
of reckening was required and the
firect  results showed ogpproximateiy
$80,000 difterence in the eslimailes
received, -ith 37,663 Dbetween the
two lowest.

In the summing up of the several
estimates submitted there was appar-
ent a difforence of opinion exusung
among the contestants regarding the
definition of a few ilems of the speci-
fications. In oraer to make the prop-
osition entirely fair the comm.ssion
invited a f[urthsr conference with
the four lowest compewturs with tne
view of making these items more
clear and specific, thus securing a
possible revision of the estimates up-
on these items.

The final result proved a difference
of $1,186 between the two lowest., The
second lowest bid was from the Snare
and Tr.est company of New York
City, and the contract was awarded
to that compaeny upon January 8,
190°.

The appraised estimate upon this
~gntract was 2264.124.90

The final estimate when the briuge
was accepted was 256,844.90

saving from the appraised esti-
mate of .. $7,290.00

From time to time since the com-
mission awarded the contract there
has appeared in local papers a veil-
ed criticism of the action taken; the
claim being that local bidders were
not recognizel and that the local bid
was the lowest offered. The commis-
sion hkave never publicly answerea
this for the reason that they were
governed in this matter by strictly
business-like-methods, acting as they
assumed that any other business-man
would in his private aflairs under
gimilar circu:nstaonces; not deeming it
politic to publish the reasons; reasouns
that appealed to the best judgment
of every member, and against which
the slight difference in cost was of
little weight. Nothing has since oc-
curred to cause a change of opinion
on the part of the commission. Sever-
al other considerations beside the
responsibility of the parties governed
the decizion.

The commission thought it a wise
precaution to preserve as close as
possible a record of the conditions
prevailing before ana during the pro-
zress of the work, in anticipation of
any possible claim arising from chan-
ges made necessary by the bulilding
of the new Dbridge. Photographic
views were taken from four different
locations belore the commencement
of operations, and successlre views
have been taken each month during
its progress; these will be turned
over to the city for a record.

Temporary Bridge Caused Delay.

The original estimate of costs pro-
vided for a temporary bridge which
was to have been located on the north
slde of the old bridge at an estimated
cost of $1.,800 Subsequent events
proved this plan impracticable and
delayed the construction.

A

i tion, so that the bridge

Later through the courtesy of the
rallroad company permission was ob-
tained to land the west end upon their
property south of the bridge. _This
lm‘_:e-aased the length and added®ma-
terially to the cost of this item. The
construction, repairs and removal of
.he temporary bridge in cost aggre-
gated $3,000, an increase over the.

‘testimate of $1,200.

of In the general plans by a griliage
of piles, but it was found that the
conditions further along and at the
west abutment were such as to re-
quire a change from the original j lans
entalling an outlay over and -above
ts}ﬁe: [%-lginai estimate of a little above

Again the proposed purchase hy the
city of the Lines property at the east
approach not having been fully de-
cided, but very probable, the commis-
sion decided that to carry ou: the
original plan and build retaining walls
the depth of said property would
prove a waste of money in the event
of the city obtaining title to the tract,
and in such event the city would be
obliged to protect the harbor tront
which was in a very dilapidated con-
dition. Engineer Stoddard was in-
structed to prepare plans and speci-
fications for this work and advertise
for proposals for an adequate sea
wall, which was done, the contract
being awarded to the local firm of
Too' and Sunderlin, who were the low-
est bidders. This feature cost ap-
proximately $2,.400 more ‘than the
original estimate for the work as first
contemplated,

While these three changes will add
$5,700.00 to the aggregate cost. the.
<commission was assured of beinz able
through a saving in other dire~tions
to complete the project within the ap-
propriation set apart for it.

Blocks From Worcester,

The paving of the roadwady upon the
approaches and fixed spans has been
a question of grave consideration by
the commission.
the grade and the probable large in-
crease of traffic the commission felf
that no pains should be spar=d to
make this one of the best paved thor-
cughfares in the city. A committee
consisting of M. W. Manwaring and
H. E. French was sent to Worcester,
Mass.,, and gained valuable infcrma-
tlon through that city’s engineering
department of a pavement which they
have been constructing for many years
with very satisfactory results both
in wear and cost of main*enance Thia
is a granite block laid upon a concrete
base with an intervening sand cushion,
then solidly grouted in all its joints
and -afterward fiushed on the surface.
To judge from results obtained In
Worcester, this comes nearer a  per-
manent pave than any other system
the commission have studied. The
hlocks are of a peculiar texture of
granite and were furnished under a
contract by the Wahlt Granite Con-
structioh company of Worcester, Massa.

The balance of the material togeth-
er witk the labor of laying was under
contract awarded to Contractor A. J.
Langfeldt of Hartford, Conn., the
successful bidder who wasalso award-
ed a contract by the Connecticut
company for their portion.

The entire time of constructiorn, in-
~luding the cessation of work during
extreme cold weather will he about
vone and one-half years. The com-

mission believe that for the magutude |

of the undertaking, this is not un-
reasonable,

Since probably very few casual ob-
gervers of this construdiion real.ze the
magnitude of the work. a summary
has been prepared cf the principal
materials used in building the biidge,
which is as follows, viz: 45.554 cabic
vards of dredging; 5.151 piles, o~ 104,
277 lineal feet; 69.194 feet (hoard
measure) of sheet piling; timber in
grillage (yellow pine) 477,060
vards of exrcavation;

rip-rap* 6,678

1,879 yards of granite masonry; 1v.000 |
steel |

cubic yards of concrete masonry
reinforecing rods, 251,686 pounds;
structural steel, 850 893 pounds" ma-
chinery 7.365 pounds; counterweights
in lifts, 1.339.200 pounds; waterproof-
ing, 25,000 square feet; 9,000 cubic
vards of filling; creosoted yellow pine
timher. 35 000 feet (board meaoare);
crecsotid pavement, 7,500 square 1eet;
reinforced concrete rail, 1,260 :ineal
freet: structuural rail. 250 lineal feet;
granolithic sidewalks, 1,274 sards;
zranolithic curb, 1,730 lineal feet: oak
piles in fenders, 6,650 lineal feet;
spruce timber in fenders, 1,562 feet
(borrd measure):
in fenders 12,040 feet (board meas-
ured: electrical equipment annroxi-
mately £4,500; two operating houses.

Ther- was approximately 102.000
feet (board measure) of yellow pine
used in the caison work.

There was about 200 piles,
130,000 feet of lumber used in false
work for arches, beside an unknown
amount for forms, etc., in the lump
sum portion, -

Granite paving (including Connecti-
cut company’'s portion) about 4,400
square yards.

Contract Provisions,

The contract of the Snare and
Triest company included paving only
upon the draw span, and their portion
of the work was practically concluded
in June, and on the date of July 11,
1910, Engineer Stoddard reported the

and

completion of their contract and filea
coniract. |
At the same meeting the bridee was'

the final estimate on sail
formally accepted and the bond of the
Snare and Triest company released.

The proposition to widen Congress
street between Main street and the
bridge was at thiz time in a chaotic
state, and the Connecticut company
formally notified the commission thay,
the construction of *rack upon the
west appreoach would not be com-
nleted utnil such time as the
of widening should be definitel - set-

‘led. This compelled a cessation of

the work of paving; the sh 'pment of
paving block was countermanded and !

the contractor upon the paving was
obliged to suspend operations.

The commission after considering
all the possibilities of the situation
voted to send a committee to wait up-
an the mayor to arrange for a (em-
porary road over the ugfinished por-
ight bezome
accessible to team traffic as it had

Keeping in mind|

feet |
(board measure); 4,113 cubie yards of ,

vellow pine timber!
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of Its acceptance. This proposition
met with the approval of Mayor Buck-
ingham and was accoraplished under
the director of Direcior M., A. Kenny;
the bridge being informally opened
on July 16, at 9 a. m,, 1810,

The decisioh of the Conneciicut
company s announced to the com-
migsion regarding the completion ot
their roadred. has not been rescinded
| bat nevertheless the work has beer
| resumed, presumably under some un-
| dergtancing with the city government

As the bridge proper is practicall)
completed and in full use by the pub-
i lie, and the city authorities have as-
| sumed full control of the roacwa)
work, the commission feel that the)
| are absolved from any further re
}sponslbllity regarding their charge
jand very gladly turn it over to the
‘rity as near completed as was possible
i under the circumrctances.

Unfinished Matters,

Owing to causcs beyond the contro!
of the commission there are two malt-
‘ers whalich they have been unable t¢
finish.

First—The contract for paving the
approaches between the city and A. J
Langfeldt and the Webb Granitza Con-
struction company are still not com-
plete, but the commission have ar-
ranged with the pavine commission oi
this cilty to compiete Lhese contracts
whenever conditions will aHow. The
commi=sion estimate that $550.08 witl
the material on hand will complete
this work.

Second—The commission also ar-
ranged with the 7Inited TIlluminating
companuy for the sum of $283 60 t«
install cable and connections acros:
the channel to light the eas: ap
nroach to the bridge. The cable wa
iaid, but not to the acceptance of th
zgovernment inspector, therefore the
account is still unsettled. The Uniteu
[lluminating company now agrees that
when the dredging through the draw
occurs, they wili talle up the cabl
and after dredging is completed, wil
azain lucate the caple in its proper
:"35;111."“

The material ¢n hand together with
the apportionn:ent of cust to the ad-
joining property and the sum of $550,
| will, we estimate, complete the paving;
s0 that the expenditures as represented
by 287 vm?hﬂrs on file in the oifice
of the city auditor represent the cost
of the structure which we find to be
$294,647.14. ‘There was approprated
to the commiszzion by the city $275,000,
the contribuidion by the Connecticul
company was $£310,000. The commis-
s‘on also reczived from the Connectl-
cut company the sum of 8350 for
their portion of the paving upon the
movable sparn: the rema nder of their
ll'ight--)f-way Liaving been paved under

pany and tae coxntractor who per-
| formed the woark
Also receiveid from the sale of the
Lines building ¢%e sum of $100. '
Appropriated by the city. .$275,000 00
Contribution by the Con-
necticut comunny, 30,000 00
Rece ved frow: the Connec-
ticut Co., for iheir por-
tion of tkhe paving on
movable spar,

Sale of Lines building....

00
00

550
100

Amount of {unde at dis-
posal of the coinmission. $§305,650 00
E x p end tures
aggregate ..%234,697 16
Estimated cozt
of eompleling
paving ....
$295,247

Total amount 16

L

Leaving a ba:ance to credit

of bridge aer-cuni $ 10,403 84

In concluding, the commission beg
to report upon one matter which we
are unable to account for or expla.n,
viz,: Since th: brikdge has been in use,
we discover that tre fenders, which
under the gov:rnment requirements
should show a clear water-way of 70
feet through thes draw, have receded
a few inches from p'ers, thus reducing
this width slizaiivg We xould recom-
mend that, 'n the future when it be-
Comes neces:sary or repair
these fenders,
force these [en-lers back to their origi-
nal position, and obtain the clear way
which it was the intention ¢f the com-
mission and their engineer to secure.

Finally, we desire to express our
gincere thanks to the different admin-
listratiuns of the ci*y government dur-
ing the time that the Congress street
bridge commi.sion has had its exisi-
ence. Espe:ally te the city audltor,
Bernard Kearing, and the city attor-
ney, Thomas M. Cullinan, the commis-
sion would renler full appreciation
and thanks for constant and ready
assistance and advice.
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To Raymond ¥. Stoddard, the engl-

| n separate contract between that com- |

for the commission. | specifications; as also to Assistant En-

LORDINANGE PROF03ED
T0 CREATE OFFiC: CF
PLUMBING- 1ASP_CTOR

Alderman James J. Conlin offerad
a proposed ordinance creating the of-
fice of plumbing inspector, the occu-
pant to be elected by the board of
aldermen and to hold office for two
vears. The ordinance requires that
the Inspédctor shall work in co-opern-
tion with the Board of Bullding Com-
missioners and the Board of Heallh
and that he will inspect all plumbing,
to see that 1t meets the requiremenis
of the state laws and the city ordi-
nances. The proposed ordinance wns
referred to the ordinance committen,

James J. Kerwin and many others
who are =reperty holders in Edna
avenue, Livingstone Place and Beard-
sley Park terrace, petitioned for the
establishment of grades on those
streets.

Both Alderman Garrity and Alder-
man Mahoney of the Second district
spoke against a petition by the
Bridgeport Malleable Iron Co. for the
discontinuance of Walnut street be-
tween South and Ridge avenues. Al
derman Garrity said the street had
been a publle highway for years
The petition was referred to the com-
mittee on streets and sidewalks.

neer, much crzd.t is due for the prepa-
ration as well as jor the thorough and
pract cal working out of the plans and

gimeer Walict Law, whose faithful
performance uvf duty won the high es-
teem of every member of the commis-
sion.

To the pespic and préss of the city,
the commiss on w~xpre~s their appre-
ciation of the forbearance shown un-
der conditions which they could not
perhaps comprehend, but in which
they were oblized Lo trust the commis-
sion as their representatives. We ‘have
at all t mes reulized the inconvenience
to the public ~aused by the closing of
this thorougnfrre and have used all
means to relleve the condition when
it could be accomplished without
detriment to onr trust.

Pespectinliy submitted,

The Conzres; St.eet Bridge Com-
miss on: M. W. Manwarring, president;
H. E. Frenep, secretary; S. W. Hub-
bell, C. M. Coia, D. B. Pierce, Jr.

COTTON REPORT

(Special from United Press.)

Washington, Dec. 20—A cotton gin-
n'‘ng report, issued by the ceusus bu-
reau, today, shows 10698482 Dbales
countineg round as half bales, ginned
from the growth of 1910 to December
12. as compared with 9358085 for
1909,

Round bales, ‘neluded this vear, are
106 827, as compared with 140,024 for
1009,

Sea Island shows 75.1%% bales for
1910 as compared with 85177, in 1909.

DIED.

BEECHER.—In Teorrington, Deec,.
David Beecher, aged 74 vears.

HICKS.—In Winsted, Deec. 15. Caro-
lina, widow of Peter Hicks, aged
59 wvears.

O'BRIEN.—In Winsted, Dec. 14, Johnd
O’Brien, aged 20 years.

ABBOTT.—In New Canaan, Deec. 12,
Margaret E. Abbott, aged 87 years.

BARTOW.—In New Canaan, Dec. 13.
Dinatha, wife of C. L. Bartow, aged
71 yvears.

LOWELL.—In Torrington, Dec. 14,
Mrs. John Lowell, aged 48 years.

if7,

V. B. HORSE FEED
Cooked by Steam
n Buy It and Try It

a Word

Farmer Want Ads, -

F. B. Brill and Curtis Pharmazy, Bridgeport, Conn.

“ne 7as in the stomach, bac¢
» *otem

MERIDEN TO ISSUE
$500,000 BONDS

PLANS BIG IMPROVEMENT 1IN
MUNICIPAL WATER SERVICE
—SOME CHARTER AMEND-
MENTS,

Thé city of Meriden has filed with
the State Becretary a pe.ition for the
January scssion of the General As-

sembly, requesting that amendments
be made to the charter of that city
with respect to the following mat-
ters:

Assessment for the use of oil In
sireet sprinkling; insurance against
fire by the city, of the property which
is located therein, of inhabitants there-
of: concerning a municipal ifce planc;
surplus funds of the waterworks; as-
sessment upon the ecity of the expensesg
incurred in the matter of street wid-
ening; authorizing a court of Common
(ouncil to issue bonds to an amount
no. to exceed $500.000, the assets or
proceeds of which shall be used for
the construection of new reservoirs,
canals., aqueducts., tunnels, plpe }Mnef
and additional waterworks and appur-
tenances for the purpose of prov.din
an additional water supply: a gener
revigsion of the city charter and pro-
viding for the submission of su re-
vised charter 0 the electors 1
vote of- approval or disapproval there=
on by ballot.

Worse ‘than an alarm of fire at
nigl. is the metallic cough of croup,
hringing dread to the househoid.
Careful mothers keep Foley's Honey
and Tar in the house and give it at
the first sign of danger. It contains
no opiates, F., B. Brill and Oﬂ'ﬂ!
Pharmacy. « *13 ‘

Farmer Want Ads leaword
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